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Eka Darbaidze
Ilia State University

FROM THE HISTORY OF WOMEN’S
RIGHTS MOVEMENT

Women’s public activity in Georgia emerged in 1960s, when
women began to participate in the public discussions on various
topics. Women’s activism significantly increased in the 20th century.
Initially the women’s movement focused on the safeguards of equal
education and property right but later the emphasis was carried over
to the political rights. From the late 19th century the women’s
liberation movement which had spread in Europe found a broad
response in Georgia. At that time the feminist ideas were being
brought mostly by the women educated in Western Europe, who
returned to their homeland and believed that the emancipation of
women was the main goal and biggest struggle of their life. By the
end of the 19th century, dozens of schools and vocational schools for
women existed not only in Thbilisi but also in different towns in
Georgia. In addition to the educational field, the women’s activities
were directed towards creation of social organizations and circles
organized and intended for women. Such circles and groups existed
in Tbilisi and other Georgian towns. Main goals of women’s
associations were the women's education, professional and economic
opportunities and promotion of women in the public arena. The
women’s activism and, in general, the civil activism ceased with the
introduction of Soviet rule and was reduced to the formal activities
led by the Soviet nomenclature. The lack of experience of the
Georgian feminist activism and the knowledge created and
maintained under the pressure of the totalitarian regime and survivals
of Soviet ruling, had conditioned to the fact that the feminism was
understood as the bourgeois trend introduced from Europe.
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MananaDarchashvili
GTU

DIVERSITY OF VIEWS CAUSED BY THE LOCAL SELF-
GOVERNANCE
REFORM PROJECT IN GEORGIA (2013-2014)

Government’s closest standing circle to society is a local self-
government. Accordingly, nowadays in Georgia, as in western
countries, the quality of development and democracy is determined
by quality of democracy at the local government. Recently, the issues
related to the local self-government, has become a subject of broad
discussions in Georgian reality. In 2014, for the local self-
government elections,number of changes were made in the code of
local self-government, which caused loud discussions. Some part of
the code has caused controversy in society and Patriarchate of
Georgia made statement about the above-mentioned issue. Patriarch's
opinion - about possible threats of territorial integrity caused by self-
government reform, was widely discussed. During discussions,
different assessments were made. According to the materials
presented in this article, it is obvious, that reforms in the code of self-
government, caused huge interest of politicians and representatives
of various parts of society.
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SalomeDundua
Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University

SOME ASPECTS OF CONTEMPORARY
GEORGIA’S SOCIAL MOVEMENTS

Studying social movements in Georgia is a relatively new
thing, but it is a popular practice in Western scientific circles. After
the collapse of Soviet Union the main field of civil activity was
limited to politics in Georgia. It is quite difficult to find the turning
point of the transformation of the spheres of civil activism. While
classifying social movements we could outline so called urban and
non-urban (rural) social activism. In latest development of social
activism in Georgia we can distinguish some main directions: 1.
Protection of historical and cultural monuments 2. Environmental
activities 3. Protection of employees’ rights. In this article we are
discussing two main examples of civil activism in Georgia: cases of
Khudoni and Gudiashvili Square. The first is an example of
environmental movement. And the second is one of the most
successful movements for the protection of cultural and historical
monuments in the oldest district in Tbilisi.
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